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ing from the opening of the institution has constantly increased, and the excess 
in the number of females now reaches forty-one." 

“By the kindness of friends in the adjoining village, we have been furnished 
with a great number of very pleasant musical entertainments; and these, toge¬ 
ther with a regular singing school through the winter season, and with exhibi¬ 
tions of various kinds, tableaux and theatrical performances by the patients and 
their attendants, have afforded abundant innocent amusement, and pleasantly 
occupied many of the long winter evenings. Riding and walking, coasting and 
skating, and various games, amuse and interest those capable of joining in them. 
Once in three or four weeks a dancing party, in which both sexes are allowed 
to join, affords a favorite recreation, more popular, perhaps, than any form of 
amusement in use. , , 

“The library has been somewhat increased, both by purchase of books and 
by donations from benevolent individuals; and, although much smaller than our 
actual necessities demand, affords much instruction and amusement.” 

Dr. Prince discusses no medical question, illustrates no special medical sub¬ 
ject in his report, but confines himself mostly to a narrative of the proceedings 
of the year, and an exposition of the hospital’s greatest defect—the liability to 
temporary deprivation of its supply of water. It is to be hoped that this defect 
will soon be remedied. The establishment, as a whole, is excellent; and wc take 
pleasure in here bearing testimony, after personal observation, to the beauty of 
its situation, its general completeness, and the ability of its management. 

Among the improvements of the year is a barn 104 feet in length and 54 in 
width. K - 


Art. XI .—A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the Heart and Great 
Vessels, including the Principles of Physical Diagnosis. By AN ai.ter Hayi.e 
AValsiie, M. I)., &c. A new American from the third and much enlarged 
London edition. Philadelphia: Blanchard and Lea, 16G2. 8vo. pp. 420. 

It is interesting to compare the first edition of this treatise with the one just 
published. The former is little more than the embryo, the latter the mature 
and almost completed work. At first one small volume sufficed to contain all 
that Dr. AValslie had to communicate respecting physical diagnosis in its appli¬ 
cation to the lungs, heart, and great vessels. But that volume evidently pre¬ 
sented the results "of the author’s personal observation and reasoning; it every¬ 
where gave signs of a vigorous and original life, destined to a much more per¬ 
fect expression. Even its sententious and sometimes uncouthly concise stvlc, 
revealed a latent power struggling towards complete development by the slow 
but steadily progressive accretion of new materials and the assumption of a 
more perfect scientific form. 

The second edition, published in 1854, and still embracing the whole of thoracic 
pathology, assumed an imposing bulk, aud gave evidence on every page that the 
doctrines of the author were growing wider and more definite, and that however 
modest he might be in speculating where others did not hesitate to dogmatize, 
he, nevertheless, felt himself competent to speak as one having authority. Dur¬ 
ing the eight years that have since elapsed, the work of Dr. AY alshe having 
reached its maturity, by a fissiparous generation each half has established an 
independent life, anti two separate volumes, each of them nearly as large as the 
preceding one, now contain the latest and fullest conclusions of the uuthor re¬ 
specting diseases of the lungs and of the heart. 

Of the one before us it would be difficult to furnish such an account as would 
convey an accurate idea, especially to the American reader who has not had 
access to the second English edition, which was not republished here. Indeed, 
we cannot but think that improvement in the diagnosis of cardiac diseases has 
been notably retarded in this country by this omission. Those who have not 
had access to this, or some equivalent source of information, will be surprised 
to find how great a degree of certaintvnow attends diagnosis of the several forms 
of organic and functional disease of the heart and great vessels, of the affections 
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Milroy, Health of the Royal Navy. 
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rest his claim to stand in the first rank of his profession. 


Art. XII—37,c ITeallh of the FoyalXavy «n«*r«h in a Letter addfessed 

ss* a.y-o[ 

rr *i«i VrATri lftJO tn lP r )4 Medical Commissioner to Jamaica in 18->1, and 
a^mcmbcr°of t^e Lni.^ry Co” n of the Army in the East, in 1855-oG. 
8vo. pp. 70. London, 18G2. 

It is very evident that the strength and efficiency of an armed force, whether 
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